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The history of English

English is a Germanic language that originated from the dialects brought to Britain by
invaders from north-west Germany and Denmark in the 5th century. One of these tribes
was the Angles. Their dialect was called Englisc from which the word ‘English’ comes:

The development of English can be divided into three periods — Old English
(or Anglo-Saxon; to 1066), Middle English (to about 1500), and Modern English.

OLD ENGLISH (400 A.D.-1066)

The early inhabitants of Britain spoke a Celtic

language. Britain was invaded by the Romans who /|[§

f
occupied the land from 43 B.C. to 410 A.D. : '[

The Romans influenced the country greatly, but had ,'
little permanent impact on the language. In the 5% |
century A.D. Angles, Saxons and Jutes crossed the |
North Sea from Denmark and Northern Germany.

The invaders dominated the original Celtic speaking |
inhabitants, who were pushed into Wales, Cornwall |
and Scotland and the Brittany coast of France. '

Warm up

1 What do you know about the English language?
Answer the questions, then read the text and
check your answers.

1 What language group does English originate

from?
| Celtic [ | Germanic
| Slavic | | Romance

2 Who had the most influence on English?
| the Romans | the Celts
| the Anglo-Saxons

The dialects spoken by the Germanic settlers
formed what is now called Old English. Hundreds
of Latin words entered Old English in 597 A.D. when
Christianity was brought to Britain. A hundred and
fifty years later, the language was influenced by
the Vikings, who arrived from Scandinavia. Their
language, Norse, was similar to modern Swedish.
Nearly 2,000 Scandinavian words were added to
English. These include words such as ‘sky’, ‘leg’,
‘cake’, ‘want’, and ‘give’. .

Reading

2 Tick (v) these statements true (T) or false (F).
Correct any false statements.

1 The Roman dialect formed the basis
of Old English. T
2 The Vikings had little impact on
Old English.
3 Inthe 12% century, English was
the language of the nobility.
4 Chaucer wrote in Middle English.
5 English has only incorporated words
from European languages.
6 Thousands of new words are
added every year.
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MIDDLE ENGLISH (1066-1500s)

The Old English period ended with the Norman
conquest in 1066. The Norman duke, William, beat
the English king, Harold, at the Battle of Hastings. The
Normans ruled in England for about 300 years and the
language changed again. The Norman kings and the
nobility spoke a variety of French. English continued
to be the language of the common people. Most
literature from this period was in Old French or Latin,
but large numbers of Norman words were assimilated
into Old English.

The Norman influence reinforced the continual
evolution of the language and, by the end of the 14®
century, the dialect of London was what we now call
Middle English. In the early 1340s, the first great
English writer, Geoffrey Chaucer, was born. His
most famous book, The Canterbury Tales, is written
in Middle English.

The Battle of Hastings.

Listening

3a Match the English words to their language
of origin.

rendezvous 1 a German
bungalow 2 b French
vigilante 3 ¢ Latin
graffiti 4 d Hindi
magnanimous 5 e ltalian
waltz 6 f Spanish

@ 3b Listen and check your answers.

The arrival of the Englishmen in Virginia.

MODERN ENGLISH (1500s-2000s)

The language evolved once more into Modern
English from around the time of William Shakespeare
in the 16™ century. At that time England started an
era of exploration and colonization. As a result
many new words entered the language. Shakespeare
himself used over 1600 new words in his plays,
including champion, gossip and drugged. Over the
centuries English has incorporated words from
about 350 languages including Latin, Greek, French,
German, Arabic, Hindi, Italian, Dutch, Portuguese,
Spanish and African languages.

Today English has one of the largest vocabularies in
the world. The Oxford English Dictionary contains
over 600,000 definitions and it is estimated that about
25,000 words are added to the language each year.
The Global Language Monitor in Texas estimates
that a new word is added every 98 minutes.

Speaking

4 Work in pairs. Take turns to ask and answer
questions.

* \Who / invade Britain in the 5% century?

* How / their dialect influence English?

* What other events / change Old English?

* What / happen in 10667 Why / be it important?

* Why / be Geoffrey Chaucer important?

* When / the language evolve into Modern English?

Writing

5 Use your answers to the questions in ex. 4 to
write a summary of the history of English.

In the 5% century AD ...
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 FACTS AND FIGURES

The spread of English

English is used in many parts of the world for communication between people who
speak different languages. To understand its importance and spread we need to look
back in time.
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Trading routes during Elizabeth I's reign.
THE NEW WORLD
Explorations Early American colonies
During the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) England In 1620 a group of Puritans, known as the Pilgrim
became a strong and prosperous country. The Queen Fathers, left England to escape religious persecution.
encouraged important sailors such as Sir Francis They settled in an area which they named New
Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh to explore trading England. Over the next thirty years more than 250,000
routes to the New World (north, central and south British people followed them. North America was a
America) and the Caribbean. A new age of travel, British colony until the War of Independence in 1776.
trade and settlement started. This was the first step After that date America became an independent
in the spread of English across the world. country, but kept English as its mother tongue.
‘.
() .
w Warm up Speaking
==
B 1a Class discussion. 3 Work in pairs. Ask and answer questions to
R q a
> * Why do you think English is spoken in so many complete the timeline.
|: countries?
* What are the historical reasons for the spread? -
© e Reign of Elizabeth .
4 1b Read the text and check your answers.
1620 | left England to escape
Reading persecution.
2 Why were these people important for the spread L et started.
of English? Read these pages and findout. | James Cook claimed Australia for Britain.
* Queen Elizabeth | e Sir Francis Drake 1788-1830 | were sent to Australia,
¢ Sir Walter Raleigh @ The Pilgrim Fathers ,
¢ James Cook * Queen Victoria 1837-1901 | ReIgN O oo



AUSTRALIA

A convict colony

English was exported to the other side of the world in
1770 when the British explorer James Cook claimed
Australia for Britain. At first Australia was considered
as a place to send convicts. This was because there
was a lot of crime in Britain at the time and the
prisons were full. Thousands of criminals were sent
to Australia between 1788 and 1830 and the area
where they first settled later became the city of
Sydney. After 1830 British people began to emigrate
to Australia in large numbers and English became
Australia’s mother tongue.

THE BRITISH EMPIRE

From Empire to Commonwealth

Throughout the 19" century English became an
important language on every continent thanks to the
enlargement of the British Empire. The Empire was

Listening

i 4 Listen to the recording about Queen Victoria and

complete the factfile.

Queen Victoria

Born in
Reigned from .. (O ool il .

Main events during her reign:

Died in

founded in the reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901) and
at its peak it covered a quarter of the earth’s surface,
including the countries of Canada, India, Nigeria,
South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. In the 20t

century these countries gained their independence,
but became part of the British Commonwealth. Most
also maintained English as their first language.

Writing
5 Write a short biography of Queen Victoria.
Use the factfile in ex. 4.
Queen Victoria was a very important British
monarch. She was born in ...
6 Find out more about one of these famous people
and write a short biography.

e Sir Walter Raleigh
e James Cook

¢ Queen Elizabeth |
¢ Francis Drake

Links

¢ ‘History timeline’: UK, p. 37; USA, p. 45; India, p. 65
¢ ‘The Victorian Age’, pp. 78-79
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8 English as a first language
[} English as a second language

.Total number of language speakers (million)
(first, second and foreign languages)

English 1,800
Chinese (all dialects) 1,300
Hindi 829
French 600
Arabic 480
Spanish 450
Russian 285
Portuguese 235

| KH E ~ _. ¥ ) Bengall 230
YU M GONG Indonesian/Malay 200
- ERAKOR IqLAND REbOHT | . Number of languages spoken in the world: 6,909

Source: Ethnologue: Languages of the World.

A sign in Pidgin English reads:
‘if you want the ferry to come, strike the gong.’
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ENGLISH
AROUND THE WORLD

* English is the first language in 36 countries

' including the USA, the UK, Canada,
 Australia, Ireland, South Africa and New
Zealand.

» It is an official language in 34 countries.

.~ » More than 1 billion people speak Englzsh
| asasecond or forelgn language.

* About 180 million students are currently
learning English in China. Some experts
estimate that, by the year 2025, nearly all
Chinese people under the age of 25 will
speak English.

. = Alot of English dialects and English-based
languages have developed around the
world. These are often referred to as creole
languages and pidgins .

* English words have also started to become

. part of other languages. Some experts

think that 5% of the day -to-day French

vocabulary now comes from English,

creating an interlanguage called Frangiais.

Examples of Franglais words include

le snacque bar, le sandwich, le jean,

le weekend.

| NO BARBECUE

%} Did you know?

Pidgin:  a simple form of English with simplified
grammar and a limited number of words
used together with words from the local
language

Creole: a pidgin language which has become

the mother tongue of a community
It is more complex than a pidgin.

ACTIVITIES

Warm up

1 Work in pairs. Answer these questions.

1 What is the most spoken language in the world?
2 What is the most widespread?

Reading

2 Read these pages and answer the questions.

1 How many countries use English as the first
or as an official language®?

2 How many people speak English as a second
or foreign language?

3 What are pidgin and crecle forms of English?

4 What is Franglais?

Speaking
3 Discuss the questions in class.

1 Is English a compulsory school subject in your
country now? How many years do school
children have to study it?

2 Do you think that by the year 2025 everybody
under the age of 25 will speak English in your
country? Why? Why not?

Listening

4 Listen to the speaker and compilete the table
with the missing information.

251,388,301

..................................... 90,000,000
The United ;
Kingdom | o 6%
45,900,000 52%
Canada 25,246,220
Writing

% Imagine that you are planning a round-the-world
trip and you want to visit countries where you
can practice and improve your English.

¢ Select five countries that you would like to visit.
* Explain where you are going to go and why.

Links

= ‘Varieties of English’, pp. 14-15
« 'English-speaking countries’, pp. 35-74
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