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English is a Gerunanic language that originatedfrom the dialects brought to Britain by
invadersfrom north-west Germany and Denmark in the Sth century. One of these tribes
was the Angles. Their dialgct was called Englisc from which the word 'English' comes:

The development of English can be divided into three periods - old English
(or Anglo-Saxon; to 1066), Middle English (to about 1500), and Modern English.

'- 
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The early inhabitants of Britain spoke a Celtic
Ianguage. Britain was invaded by the Romans who,i
occupied the land from 43 B.C. to 410 A.D.
The Romans rnfluenced the country greatly, but had
little permanent impact on the language. In the 5Lh

century A.D. Angles, Saxons and Jutes crossed the
North Sea from Denmark and Northern Germany.
The invaders dominated the original Celtic speaking
inhabitants, who were pushed into Wales, Cornwall
and Scotland and the Brittany coast of France.

Warm up
I What do you know about the English language?

Answer the questions, then read the text and
check your answers.

1 What language group does English originate
from?

I cetic

I Slavic

2 Who had the most influence on English?

. , the Romans i ] the Celts

- , tne Anglo-Saxons

The dialects spoken by the Germanic settlers
formed what is now called Old English. Hundreds
of tatin words entered Old English in 597 A.D when
Christianity was brought to Britain. A hundred and
fifty years later, the language was influenced by
the Vikings, who arrived from Scandinavia. Their
Ianguage, Norse, was similar to modern Swedish.
Nearly 2,000 Scandinavian words were added to
English. These include words such as 'sky', 'leg',

'cake','want', and'give'.

Reacling
2 Tick (/) these statements true fl-) or false (F).

Correct any false statements.

1 The Boman dialect formed the basis
of Old English. if i

2 The Vikings had little impact on
Old English. lr

3 In the 12th century, English was
the language of the nobility iL

4 Chaucer wrote in Middle English. !f i

5 English has only incorporated words 
i_

from European languages. .,7

6 Thousands of new words are

added every year. i T 
i
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The spread of English
Englbh is used in many parts of the world for communication between people who
speak dffirent languages. To understand its importance and spread we need to look
back in time.

Trddjng routes during Elizabeth I's

Explorations
During the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603) England
became a strong and prosperous country. The Queen
encouraged important sailors such as Sir Francis
Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh to explore trading
routes to the New World (north, central and south
America) and the Caribbean. A new age of travel,
trade and settlement started. This was the flrst step
in the spread of English across the world.

Warm up
1a Class discussion.

. Why do you think English is spoken in so many

countries?
. What are the historical reasons for the spread?

1b Read the text and check your answers.

Reading
2 Why were these people important for the spread

of English? Read these pages and find out.

. Queen Elizabeth I . Sir Francis Drake
o Sir Walter Raleigh . The Pilgrim Fathers

Early American colonies

ln 1620 a group of Puritans, known as the Pilgrim
Fathers, left England to escape religious persecution.
They settled in an area which they named New
England. Over the next thirty years more than 250,000
British people followed them. North America was a

British colony until the War of Independence in 1776.

After that date America became an independent
country, but kept English as its mother tongue.

Spea ki ng
3 Work in pairs. Ask and answer questions to

complete the timeline.

fI

. James Cook . Queen Victoria

I

James Cook claimed Australia for Britain.
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